13.   SPEECH AT MEETING OF LABOUR M.P.S1

LONDON,
September 16, 1931

Mr Gandhi addressed the Labour members of the House of Commons
this evening

In his address he slated that he had been sent to this country to adhere
to the pledge he had given, that was, to get complete independence as far
as India was concerned This was in the interests of India's villagers, who were
being starved as the result of the admmistiation and the taxes they had to pay

An observation of his struck his tiade union heaiers as being lemark-
able That was when he advocated the doing away of machinery and letting
the villageis work with their hands If anyone asked the villagers why he led
them, they would find that it was because they could not expiess themselves,
but that he was expressing their aspirations for them.

Mr Gandhi said he had come to this country in pursuance of the promise
he had made to Lord Iiwm to attend the Round Table Conference He would
as soon adopt any other words as "complete independence", if their contents
weie identical It was the substance he wanted, not the shadow He proposed
to disregaid the ordinaly canons of caution he had imposed on himself, and to try
to make them understand his feelings, shared by many millions of his countrymen

He repeated his demands for complete independence, control of the aimy,
and external affairs. In other words, he wanted the identical freedom for
India that was enjoyed m Great Britain Nothing less would satisfy India
He had no authority to enter into any compromise, though, if that one thing
weie assured them, they would find him entering into many compromises, while,
if it was not assured, he would enter into none He did not want complete
independence as a menace to any single race m the world If he could, he
wanted to promote i eal friendship between Great Britain and India

He was an open rebel against British rule and power, but thousands of his
countrymen were secret rebels because they did not want to suffer the in-
convenience of open rebellion He warned his hearers to disabuse their minds
of any delusion to the contiary If the people wanted to throw off the British
yoke and become completely independent, it was because they did not want to
starve Tremendous military power m India was not lequued for defence from

1 This was held in the Grand Committee Room m the House of Com-
mons. Mi Lansbury, M P , Miss Muriel Lester and J F Horaabm, M P 3
were among those present.
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